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Assisted Living Facilities and Nursing Homes are
Not Entitled to your Stimulus Check

Under the recent CARES Act, economic impact payments (also called “stimulus checks”) have been given to
individuals and married couples to help cover unexpected costs during the recent shutdowns due to COVID-
19. These checks are considered a tax credit, which means they are not counted as part of your resources for
federal benefit programs, like Medicaid, and they cannot be taken by the government.  

Some nursing homes and assisted living facilities are claiming that if a patient is on Medicaid, then that patient
must give their stimulus checks to the facility to help cover their costs. This is not true. The facility is not
entitled to a patient’s stimulus check just because they are on Medicaid.  

If you have a loved one in a nursing facility, talk with them about their right to keep their stimulus
check.  If the nursing home or assisted living facility took your stimulus check, contact your state attorney
general to help you get your stimulus check back. You can also contact the State Long-Term Care
Ombudsman at (877) 236-0013, or locate your local long-term care ombudsman at 
https://www.tn.gov/aging/our-programs/long-term-care-ombudsman/district-long-term-care-ombudsman.html. 
Additionally, you can file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission at 
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1.

Last updated on January 08, 2021.

Print

Table of Contents

NEWS

News & publications

More News

26 Apr 2022

Chat Bots for Family Law, Landlord-Tenant, and Workers Compensation

Need Legal Help?  Check Out Our Chat Bots! We currently have three…
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Free Senior Legal Helpline

Are you a senior citizen with legal questions?  If you're 60 or older…
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Free Divorce Forms for Couples with NO Children

In Tennessee, there are times when married couples can get divorced using free…
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