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Tennessee law allows parents to decide who can and cannot see their children.
Parents can even say that grandparents are not allowed to see the children, and the
law says that is ok. Courts only grant legal visitation rights to grandparents in
certain situations.

When can a grandparent get visitation rights?

The courts may order parents to allow grandparents to have visitation with their
grandchildren if any of the following is true:



e The mother or the father has died.

e The parents are unmarried.

e The parties are divorced or are legally separated.

e One parent has been missing for over six months.

e The child lived with the grandparents for a year or more, and was then
removed from the grandparents’ home by the parent or parents.

e The grandparent and the child had a significant existing relationship for at least
one year before a parent ended or severely reduced the relationship for
reasons other than abuse or a danger of substantial harm to the child.

e Another state says that the grandparent has visitation rights

How do grandparents get visitation rights?

To get legal visitation, grandparents have to file a petition for visitation against the
parent or parents in the county where the child lives. Depending on the county, the
petition might be filed in the circuit court, juvenile court, or general sessions court.
The grandparents should probably hire a lawyer to represent them. A hearing will be
conducted, during which the judge will consider the entire situation, and if it is
appropriate will order a visitation schedule that the judge believes to be in the best
interests of the children.

If you want to ask a lawyer questions about your rights, you can use
TN.FreeLegalAnswers.org or call 844-HELP4TN.



https://tn.freelegalanswers.org/

HELP4TN Blog posts are written by TALS staff attorneys. This blog is not legal advice,
but it is legal information to help you learn about your rights. If you have questions
about this blog or about your legal situation, you can talk to a lawyer for free at 1-
844-HELPATN (1-844-435-7486).

Last updated on February 06, 2026.
Topics

Family Law
Print

Table of Contents

NEWS
News & publications
More News

26 Apr 2022

Chat Bots for Family Law, Landlord-Tenant, and Workers Compensation
Need Legal Help? Check Out Our Chat Bots! We currently have three...

Continue Reading about Chat Bots for Family Law, Landlord-Tenant, and Workers
Compensation

14 Apr 2022



https://www.help4tn.org/topics/599/family-law
https://www.help4tn.org/news
https://www.help4tn.org/node/1501/chat-bots-family-law-landlord-tenant-and-workers-compensation
https://www.help4tn.org/node/1501/chat-bots-family-law-landlord-tenant-and-workers-compensation

Free Senior Legal Helpline
Are you a senior citizen with legal questions? If you're 60 or older...

Continue Reading about Free Senior Legal Helpline

5 Aug 2021

Free Divorce Forms for Couples with NO Children
In Tennessee, there are times when married couples can get divorced using free...

Continue Reading about Free Divorce Forms for Couples with NO Children

Our Partners

Our Partners

SLLSC
PN A S W, enessce cuneree

Mational Association of Secial Workers

Tennessee
Bar l 1 l

'.'.UI.I I1dil[:ii.'ll|.

i

\\] SSEE ALLIANCE

WEST TENNESSEE
LEGAL@SERVICES

PDF downloaded from https://www.help4tn.org/page/445/grandparent-visitation-rights-
tennessee-help4tn-blog


https://www.help4tn.org/node/1500/free-senior-legal-helpline
https://www.help4tn.org/node/1498/free-divorce-forms-couples-no-children

